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A Sure Foundation
The beliefs that we build our lives on 

DESTINATION AHEAD MONTH 8

WEEK 1

READ:

Revelation 1-5 

 

     We are all suffering from a terminal disease called life.  The 
death rate is 100% whether our demise comes swiftly without 
warning, or after a long gradual decline.  Every second an estimated 
2-3 people worldwide die.  Every second, at least two people move 
past the point of no return on their journey to either heaven or hell. 
     When I was 11, my family and I drove from Kansas to Florida to 
visit the then new Disney World.  It was a three day drive and we 
saw many interesting things on the way.  We made a few stops to 
visit other attractions, and we enjoyed them, but our final 
destination was never out of our mind.  We never forgot where our 
journey was headed and we never spent long off the route we had 
carefully planned and mapped out.  We understood at all times that 
we were en route and not at the goal in any other place.  We had 
hotel reservations made and no intentions whatsoever of missing 
out. 
     Do we approach our life journey toward our final destination in 
the same way? 

“It becomes us to spend this life only as a journey toward 
heaven...to which we should subordinate all other concerns of life.  

Why should we labor for or set our hearts on anything else, but 
that which is our proper end and true happiness?” 

Jonathan Edwards 
 
WEEK 1 – destination ahead   Revelation 1-5 

• an eternal perspective – seeing with the vision of God 
• warnings to churches 

 
WEEK 2 - the kingdom of heaven   Revelation 6-11 

• seeing the spiritual realm – glimpses granted 

• earthly encounters with heaven 
 
WEEK 3 – what is hell?  Revelation 12-17 

• who is Satan? what is hell? 

• Spiritual warfare 
 
WEEK 4 – what is heaven?  Revelation 18-22 

• who, what, when and where? 
 

 

“I am the 
Alpha and 
the Omega, 
says the 
Lord God 
who is, and 
who was, 
and who is 
to come, the 
Almighty.”   

Revelation 
1:8 
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TIMELESS AND TIMELY 

                           “I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
                         says the Lord God who is, and   
                         who was, and who is to come,        
                         the  Almighty.”    Revelation 1:8 
 
     How does forever have a beginning and end?  How can 
God be timeless, yet act in such a timely way?  How long 
is eternity? 
     God moves outside of time.  He has no time, He 
simply is.  Yet He also moves in perfectly timely ways.  
Christ came at just the right time.  The sea parted before 
Moses at just the right time.  The walls of Jericho fell at 
just the right time.  Our timeless God uses time to paint 
His masterpieces.     
     The part of my existence that seems most real to me is 
but a brief vapor in the scope of all of eternity.   Yet the 
choices that I make in this present reality have eternal 
significance.  So I too operate in a way that is both 
timeless and timely.  The time is now to prepare for 
forever.  God has known me forever and planned for my 
now.  What will I do with it? 

“Christian, meditate much 
on heaven, it will help thee 
to press on, and to forget the 
toil of the way.  This vale of 
tears is but the pathway to 
the better country:  this 
world of woe is but the 
stepping-stone to a world of 
bliss.  And, after death, what 
cometh?  What wonder-world 
will open upon our 
astonished sight?” 
Charles  Spurgeon 
 
 

AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 
     It is so difficult to think past my own person and perspective.  What would it be like to see what God sees?  
How would it alter my view of the life I am living if I could clearly see the destination that awaited me?  How 
would I change if I was as aware of spiritual realities as I am of earthly ones? 
     I think it would probably change the fabric of my day to day life.  The spiritual realm would be a more present 
reality to me and I would take the certainty of heaven… and hell, more to heart.  Maybe I would more readily 
recognize Satan and his handiwork, as well as the encounters with heaven that come my way.  In 1 Corinthians 
3:1, Paul tells the church at Corinth that he must address them as worldly rather than spiritual.  Their spiritual 
vision is just too dim for more.  Perhaps God’s Revelation to John is for those who are ready to see with spiritual 
vision the timely and timeless realities that normally elude earthbound mankind.  It’s like seeing the world only 
through the limited and distorted view of a peep-hole our entire life, and then having the door thrown wide open.  
How do we make sense of the realer real that we now behold? 
     That’s the way we should feel about our journey toward heaven.  I’m afraid we don’t enjoy much of the 
anticipation we should have.  Our family had spent hours poring over travel guides to Disney world.  We knew 
everything about it that we possibly could and that’s why we were so excited.   
     I have to admit that I know very little about heaven.  Most of what I’ve heard is only tradition and not at all 
Scriptural.  I have no excuse.  There are almost 500 references to heaven in the Bible.  It’s not that the Bible is 
silent; it’s that I haven’t bothered to study it.  Yet it is the destination at which I will spend eternity.  My life here 
is but a fleeting vapor.  I’m just passing through on my way to heaven.  The bulk of what we focus on is our life 
along the journey.  What does Colossians 3:1-2 encourage us to focus on? _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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For questions or comments, contact 
me at: kayannausherman@hotmail.com   
For more studies, visit me at: 
http://www.thelightedjourney.com  

TO SEE JESUS 
 
Where was John and what was he doing when he 
received God’s revelation?  ___________________ 
_________________________________________ 
If this was John the disciple as is commonly accept-
ed, what do we know about his relationship with 
Jesus? ___________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
How can we put ourselves in a position to see with 
spiritual vision? ____________________________ 
_________________________________________
There have been others in the Bible who saw 
glimpses of spiritual realities.   
Can you name some of  
them? _____________ 
__________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
__________________ 
_________________ 
___________________ 
______________________ 
What do you think a common 
thread might have been?  ____________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 

WARNINGS TO THE CHURCH 

     The message of the imagery of Revelation is a con-
tinuation of the same message given in the gospels…. only 
from a large scale spiritual view.  The earthy parables and 
miracles of the gospels for those still bound to things of 
the world, and the visions of Revelation for the heaven 
bound?   Just because we carry the name of Christ does not 
mean we are free from the danger of being spiritually 
blind.  John is given a vision of seven churches through 
spiritual eyes.   
 
Which of the churches was commended for their deeds 
and for their hatred of sin, but condemned for not loving 
Christ or His church? _____________________________ 
What would happen to them if they did not repent? _____ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Which church was enduring great hardship; persecution 
and poverty? ____________________________________ 
What encouragement were they given? _______________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Which church was doing all the right things, had faith and 
love, but were tolerating evil teaching in their midst? ____ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Which church had a reputation of life, but was actually 
dead, or asleep? _________________________________ 
What would happen to them when Christ came? _______ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Which church will be kept from trial because, though 
weak, has endured patiently? _______________________ 
 
Which church was so well off and self sufficient that they 
were spiritually blind to their true condition? __________ 
______________________________________________ 
What did Jesus invite them to do? ___________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
How does earthly and spiritual vision differ? ___________ 
______________________________________________ 
Who was saying these things to the churches? __________ 
______________________________________________ 
Try to see your own church through the same eyes and 
write a description of it: ___________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

  

Circle the general area of the seven churches of Revelation 2-3. 
What part of the world would be addressed today? 
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           PUZZLE PAGE  

 

 

One like a son of man Rev. 1:8-20 

     Do you ever wonder what it will be like to see Christ?  John was quite familiar with 
Jesus during His presence on earth.  Now John sees one “like a son of man” in a state of 
glory.  Do you think Jesus will have the same appearance to us on our arrival to heaven, 
or will He appear differently according to our needs?  Will our response to Him be the 
same as John’s? 

 

Across 

 2 dressed in one (4) 

 5 the sash around His 
chest (6) 

 7 held seven in hand 
(5) 

 9 loud voice (7) 

 12 forever (5) 

 13 face like ________ 
sun (7) 

 14 color of head and hair 
(5) 

 15 eyes like _________ 
fire (7) 

 

Down 

 1 among seven of these 
(10) 

 3 feet (6) 

 4 holds these for death 
and Hades (4) 

 6 sharp double-edged 
sword from here (5) 

 8 said "don't be 
_________" (6) 

 10 last (5) 

 11 like rushing water (5) 

 12 first (5) 

 


